The Serbian Reply
"Apart from the arriere-pensee that not only Austria-
Hungary but also other neighbours might obtain Serbian
territory, there was also the consideration that after the
war one could impose what terms one liked, and always
find 'grounds* for doing so. It was in this sense that
General Conrad had expressed himself from the very
first day, and now the adversaries of Austria were also
aware of the 'dodge.'" Conrad as a matter of fact first
put forward the suggestion on leaving the Cabinet Council
of July 19th, when the decision to dismember Serbia to
which the German historian refers was taken. He declared:
"Before the Balkan war the Powers also talked of
maintaining the status quo. After the war nobody troubled
about it."(24)
Germany Rejects the British Proposal for
a Conference
After the Serbian reply whose moderation had made
such favourable impression on the Powers, it is natural
to consider the policy of the Entente. The object of this
policy was to avoid the danger of a solution of the Austro-
Serbian crisis by military action which might rapidly
develop into a German-Russian crisis; and to reach
a settlement in which national amour-propre and the
political interests of the adversaries should be reconciled
by diplomatic methods. The several proposals in which,
as we shall see, the Entente Powers took tie initiative
were all put forward with this end in view; but they all
met with the same negative reception by the Central
Empires as did the original request for an extension of
the forty-eight hours' time-limit accorded to Serbia for
her reply to the Austrian ultimatum,
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